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Welcome...     

 ... to the July edition of Round About which has a bit of a buzz 

about it for The Farming Year is all about bees, but itõs really only a 

starter article because there is so much to say about them that Saranne 

promises more articles to come in the future.  Thereõs also a short piece 

about a Bumble Bee survey on page 2.  

Our Village Personality, Bertha Bedford, has seen some good times and 

some hard times, but now lives a life of glamorous leisure as Keith 

Mooreõs own, private, fire engine.  Sheõll be showing off alongside an 

array of other vintage vehicles at the Langford Budville Village Fete, 

Flower & Produce Show  on 19 July.  

This month weõve moved out of our area for Out and About as we 

review an excellent book on the watery history of the Levels and what 

has led to the devastation that was suffered there at the beginning of 

this year.   

Our regular sponsored articles have a distinctly veggie feel to them:  

Dairy Delights has a perfect broad bean, pea and mint tart and Green 

Fingers provides tips on keeping your vegetable plot up to scratch in the 

warm weather. We welcome back Kieronõs Night Sky , pushed out last 

month by the communityõs Annual Reports. 

Weõre receiving some very interesting suggestions for future articles and 

would welcome even more as we try to plan the magazine well ahead.  

If you have an idea for an article but donõt want to do the work yourself, 

donõt worry because weõll do it all for you.  And, as always, weõre after 

photographs.   Get in touch with us at lbr.roundabout@gmail.com.  

By the way we noted your comments about our early copy date and 

now weõre a bit more organised weõve put it back a few days to the 

21st of the month, with the exception of February.  

Marilyn Lilley on behalf of the Editorial Team  

For our August edition weõre still looking for stories and/or photographs of people who 
were affected by the Great War in any way.  The Roll of Honour in St Peterõs Church lists 
those who were lost - do you know any of the families involved?  You might also have 
suggestions on other forms of contribution.  The Art Group have their own ideas which 
will grace our pages, you may have some of  your own - a poem perhaps? 

We look forward to hearing from you.   
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ÎÜÕèMç Æâ   

Mobile Library  

Haddons,  

Runnington  2 July 

30 July 

27 August  

24 Sept  

10.25-10.35 

White Post  10.40-10.55am  

Jubilee Hall  11.00-11.20am  

Parish Council 

Meeting  
Jubilee Hall  14 July 7.30pm  

Police surgery  Jubilee Hall   7.00pm  

Village Fete & 

Produce Show  
Jubilee Hall  19 July 2.00-4.00pm  

Harvest Festival  St Peterõs Church 21 Sept  time tbc  

Bumble Bees  

It is not just honeybees that are endangered in the UK.  

Bumble bees, those endearing fuzzy fat bees that 

busily forage in your garden, are also under threat.  

Bumble bees are essential to the health of the 

countryside, providing pollination services to a wide 

range of plants, both wild and cultivated.  

There are 24 species of Bombus - the bumble bees - in Europe, and some have 

already gone extinct in the UK. This is due to changes in agricultural practices, 

the destruction of hedgerows and wildflower meadows. Bumblebees live in 

small colonies, and make nests in unexpected places - under sheds, in banks, in 

thick grass, and in compost heaps, which makes them rather vulnerable.  

Bumble bees do not swarm, and although the female bees can sting, they are 

seldom aggressive. If you Ωd like to find out more about Bumble bees, and help in 

their conservation, the Bumble Bee conservation Trust, through the program 

Beewatch, is asking interested people to look out for unusual bumble bees, 

photograph them and send in the photo. This will enable them to build up a 

picture of the distribution of our British bees. They supply a guide to the more 

common species, so you can attempt an identification. The links below will tell 

you how.  

http://bumblebeeconservation.org/get -involved/  

http://bumblebeeconservation.org/get -involved/surveys/beewatch/  

Saranne Cessford  

http://bumblebeeconservation.org/get-involved/
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The Night Sky     

In July the nights are still pretty short and it never really gets dark. However this 

does not affect viewing of the planets and other bright objects.  

Mercury  - Apart from the first couple of days at the beginning of the month, the 

planet will be visible in the dawn skies and getting brighter by the day.  

Venus  - Visible at dawn in the east, the planet is rapidly approaching the Sun. 

Between the 12th and 20th Venus and Mercury will be within 7 degrees of each 

other.  

Mars  - Still in Virgo in the south -west evening skies, the Red Planet is dimming 

rapidly as it moves away from Earth.  

Jupiter  - Not visible this month as it disappears behind the Sun.  

Saturn - Low down in the constellation of Libra, Saturn is still bright, but sets after 

midnight.  

Uranus - Rises near midnight, it sits in the constellation of Pisces.  

Neptune  - The planet is in Aquarius from midnight onwards  

Kieron McGrath  

YOGA 
the Iyengar way  

Langford Budville Jubilee Hall  

Tuesdays 7.00-8.30pm 

Thursdays 10.30-12.00noon 

BEGINNERS WELCOME 
suitable for all abilities  

contact Jackie Douglas 

07919 818980  
jacquelinedouglas@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Small Ads  

For Sale 

Honda Accord SE iVTEC, 2.0 

petrol.  Metallic silver, W reg 

(2000).  Excellent condition,  

1 owner from new.  74000 miles, 

FSH, £1000 ono. 

Neil Kenward: 01823 662856.  

 

2 Dustbins, old but reasonable 

condition, no holes!  FREE  

Marilyn 01823 401300.  

 

For Sale and Wanted advertising 

rates on page 35  

 

To place an ad contact:  

lbr.roundabout@gmail.com  
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Village Personality: Bertha Bedford  

Doesnõt everyone need their own fire engine?    

Imagine the conversation between two small boys playing with a toy fire 

engine; ômy granddad has a fire engine, not a toy one, a real oneõ says 

the first. ôno he doesnõtõ says the second (or words to that effect!) In this 

case itõs true; my grandsons do have a granddad with his very own fire 

engine.  

First, a few details. The fire engine is 205 TTA, a Bedford J2, built in 1962 

for Devon County Fire Brigade. It has a 3500cc 6 cylinder petrol engine 

which needs a gallon of petrol about every ten miles to haul the 4 tonne 

body along at a dizzy 40 mph. It also has a pump which can deliver 500 

gallons (2250 litres) of water every minute and carries an array of other 

equipment, though nowhere near the quantity carried by todayõs 

appliances. Like everything else, life was less complicated fifty years 

ago.  

205 TTAõs path and mine first crossed thirty years ago. At that time I was 

teaching at Allhallows, an independent school on the Devon Dorset 

border. The school occupied a 350 acre estate, including a small village, 

and the former mansion and various newer buildings were term time 

home to about 300 teenage boys and girls.  

So remote was the location that Devon Fire Brigade were concerned at 

the response time for local retained fire crews and suggested that the 

school should have some first aid fire fighting capability. So it came to 

pass that the school acquired 205 TTA as its estate fire appliance and 

with guidance from the Fire Brigade, set about training staff and student 

volunteers in its use. Yes, you read that correctly, Sixth Form students 

were encouraged to volunteer for training. They needed very little 

encouragement and being young and fit, took like ducks to water to 

their added responsibilities.  To them, the engine was Bertha Bedford.  

Actually there was a precedent too; Gordonstoun School in Scotland 

had been operating a student manned fire station for some years, but 

as the first in England, the venture attracted much media attention. This 

focused particularly on the Sixth Form girls who joined the crew. It has to 

be remembered that at this time there were virtually no women fire 

fighters anywhere in the country. Local and then national press were 

followed by appearances on regional TV networks, culminating in a full 

length feature on Blue Peter, then the leading childrenõs television show. 
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After a few years, Devon Fire Service 

decided that the fire unitõs status 

should be formalised and the school 

crew became a volunteer station 

equipped by the county service with 

me as the officer in charge. The 

upgrade included a modern Devon 

fire appliance so 205 TTA was retired 

from active service but stayed at the 

school where it was used as a PR 

and marketing tool, visiting many 

shows and classic vehicle rallies, having undergone a thorough 

restoration befitting of its glamorous new role.  

Allhallows closed in 1998 and 205 TTA 

was sold at auction and 

disappeared from the show circuit. In 

2009 as the result of a casual 

conversation while at Honiton Hill 

Rally I visited a farm near Shapwick 

and there in a barn under a thick 

layer of dust and bird droppings was 

205 TTA. After negotiations lasting 

several months a purchase price was 

agreed and the fire engine 

miraculously started and was driven 

to Langford Budville.  

You cannot really keep a fire engine on your front drive and with a 

wood framed body covered in aluminium panels an old fire engine 

does not fare well if left out in all weathers. Fortunately Reg Hendy came 

to my rescue and 205 TTA now resides in a barn among the Christmas 

trees. Much work has been done on 

the body and the mechanicals and 

the fire engine is now back on the 

show circuit, though as an old lady 

she can be temperamental at times 

and the eye watering consumption 

of fuel at todayõs prices means I 

donõt drive her too far. 

Keith Moore  

Visit the fire engine at the Fete on 19 July  

Students training with their modern fire 

engine in about 1990  

205 TTA (Bertha Bedford) today  

The girls in the crew in the mid 80s with 

Bertha  Bedford in the background  
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Hall News  
 The Jubilee Hall is an ideal venue for a wide variety of events including  

wedding receptions, parties and dances, shows and concerts,  

club and society meetings, fetes and community events,  

conferences, meetings and training days  

Main Hall seats up to 200+ theatre style, 150 at tables  

Comfortable Committee Room with seating for 30  

Large, well equipped kitchen - hire £4 hr  

Spacious foyer and cloakroom  Gravelled patio + grassed terrace  

Easy access and parking for 40+ cars     Full bar/entertainment licence-

Hiring Fee reduced for local users  

For booking availability visit www.langfordbudvillevillagehall.org.uk  

call Margaret Brown on 01823 400510 

or email langfordbudvillevillagehall@gmail.com  

LANGFORD BUDVILLE VILLAGE FETE  

and FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW  

at the JUBILEE HALL  

19 th  July 2014:    2.00 -5.00pm  

Opening with a Childrenôs Fancy Dress Parade 

Attractions include: 

The Dog Show (shorter this year but just as entertaining) 

Cream Teas, BBQ and Bar 

Face Painting      Vintage Vehicles 

Games and Stalls including Art and Crafts, Skittles and Darts, Dabbling Ducks, 
Toys, Tombola, Bottles, Books, Plants and MORE. 

The Flower and Produce show with sections for children, 
who get prizes for all their entries 

Be part of it ï enter, enjoy and eat!! 

 Book a stall with Lynne Moore 01823 400665 
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Langford Budville Summer Fete  

After many years of wonderful fetes on the Triangle, it was decided last 

year to hold a Flower and Produce Show at the same time and move to 

the Jubilee Hall. The sun shone, the dogs wagged tails, produce was 

proudly displayed, vintage cars gleamed and children played. The new 

venue proved a great success with kitchen, loos and car parking 

benefitting helpers and visitors alike.  

This year we are privileged to have the High Sheriff of Somerset Richard 

Lloyd to open the fete at 2.00pm followed by a Childrenõs Fancy Dress 

Parade ð a colourful new attraction to our programme. A generous prize 

of a complimentary ticket for 2 adults and 2 children has been donated 

by Pecorama at Beer, Devon for the winner of the Fancy Dress. All 

entrants please be at the main doors of the hall in costume by 1.45pm 

to register.  

The Fun Dog Show will be starting at 3.00pm so please register in plenty 

of time from 2.30pm.  There will be classes for Waggiest Tail, Handsomest 

Hound, Loveliest Lady, Agility Champ, Most like its Owner and finally, 

Dog the Judges would most like to take home.  Donõt miss it, itõs hilarious. 

All the other favourites will be at the fete again 

with delicious cream teas and BBQ, the Bar, ice

-creams there to refresh you and stalls and 

games to have a go on.  

See you on Saturday 

19th July. 

The Fete Committee  

Memories from 

Langford Budville 

Fete 2013 
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Regular sessions at the Hall   

Day  Repeat  Time Contact  

Monday  

Parish Council  2nd Mon in 

month  

19.30 Christine Hake;  T: 400879  
christinehake@hotmail.com  

Police Beat 

Surgery 

various  
 

19.00 PC Adrian Hooper 276  
PCSO Sharon Cridlin 9511  

Tuesday  

Pilates weekly  
  

11.30- 
12.30 

Claire Southcott; M: 077718 70033  
claire.hall73@hotmail.co.uk  

Iyengar Yoga  weekly  19.00-

20.30 

Jackie Douglas; T: 400062  
jacquelinedouglas@hotmail.com  

Wednesday  

Art Group  weekly  10.00-

12.00 

Susie Kenward;  T: 662856 
susie.kenward@btinternet.com  

Short Mat 

Bowls 

weekly  10.00-

12.00 

David Brown; T: 400510  
david.bbrown@virgin.net  
Philip Gothard;  T: 664724  

Mobile Library  every 4 

weeks  

11.05- 

11.20 

NA  

Bridge Club  fortnightly  
  

14.00-

17.00 

Anne Harris; T: 400578 
ayh1981@yahoo.com  

Thursday  

Iyengar Yoga  weekly  
  

10.30-

12.00 

Jackie Douglas; T: 400062  
jacquelinedouglas@hotmail.com  

Management 

Committee  

1st Thurs 
in month  

19.30-

21.00 

NA  

Friday  

Zumba  weekly  
  

10.00-

11.00 

Caroline Ashworth;  M: 07841 

038141;caroline@jittabugs.com  

Brownies  Nikki Ross; T: 662734 
wol.milverton@hotmail.co.uk  

These groups meet 

weekly during term time.  

Please contact their 

leaders for further details.  

Guides  Jill Jasper; T: 663144 
jill.taylor362@btinternet.com  
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Langford Ladies  

On  Wednesday 18 July a small group of us thoroughly enjoyed a visit to 

Venn Cross Railway Gardens owned by Samantha and Kevin Anning.  

The garden is stunning with ponds 

teeming with wildlife, a wild life meadow 

dotted with purple orchids, raised 

vegetable beds, woodland walks, borders 

brimming with abundant and varied 

herbaceous plants and lawns which are 

punctuated with amazing recycled metal 

sculptures. What a marvellous make -over 

in the old railway cutting and goods yard.  

Kevin and Samantha were perfect 

guides ð both knowledgeable and 

welcoming. Samantha spoiled us with 

delicious home made cakes and Kevin 

recognised and remembered I was his 

reception class teacher more than 40 

years ago! He hadnõt changed a bit 

either!!  

Thanks to Barbara Hughes for organising the evening.  

Venn Cross Railway Gardens are open on the 12 and 13 July for the 

NGS. We recommend a visit to this beautiful peaceful garden.  

Lynne Moore  

On Wednesday 16 July there  will be a walk on the sands (includes 

paddling across shallow channels!) of the River Exe at low tide, followed 

by a one course supper at Exe Sailing Club (around £8).  

We leave the church lay -by at 17.30.  

Should you wish to visit the unique 16 -

sided  National Trust property A La Ronde 

first, you would need to leave around 

15.00. Please contact Laurian by Saturday 

12th so arrangements can be confirmed.  

Laurian Cooper  
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Dairy Delights -   

Broad Bean, Pea and Mint Tart    

Sponsored by Gundenham Dairy  

Recipe from Julie Carter  

This is light and delicious, ideal for a summer lunch or picnic.   

Serves 6-8 

Shortcrust pasty  

250g plain flour  

125g butter  

pinch of salt  

cold water to mix  

Rub butter into flour and mix in water.  

Put pastry to rest in fridge for ѹ hour.  

Filing 

1tbsp sunflower oil  

1 garlic clove, crushed  

200g baby broad beans  

150g peas  

200g feta cheese, drained & crumbled  

200ml crème fraiche  

3 large eggs, beaten  

2tsp freeze dried mint  

freshly ground black pepper  
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1. Roll out pastry and line 25cm tart tin.  Prick base lightly and chill for ½ 

hour.  

2. Bake blind in oven 200ěC/fan 180ěC/Gas 6 for 25mins, then remove 

paper and baking beans and cook for a further 5 -10 mins. 

3. Fry shallot and garlic in oil until softened, not browned.  Cool.  Cook 

broad beans & peas for a couple of minutes then rinse under cold 

water.   

4. Preheat oven to 170ěC/Fan 150ěC/Gas 3Ĳ. 

5. Put softened shallot and garlic in base of tart, add beans and peas.  

6. Sprinkle over crumbled feta cheese.   

7. Put cream, crème fraiche and eggs in jug and beat together.  Add 

mint and black pepper.  

8. Pour into tart.  

Bake tart for 35 - 40 minutes until set with a little wobble in the middle.  

Enjoy! 

Appley Cross WI -  June report  

After the business meeting of the evening the President welcomed Mrs Pauline 

Homeshaw, who had come to speak to us about the Ten Parishes and other 

community services.  

Her talk began by saying that the Ten Parishes represented Wiveliscombe and 

the surrounding nine parishes.and that it came into being after the impact of 

Foot and Mouth Disease in 2000. It began with the Ten Parishes Arts and Crafts 

event which is still held every other year, and enjoyed by both the artists and the 

visitors. In order to revive the area the Wiveliscombe Area Partnership planned 

lots of activities. It was made up of volunteers who were willing to give their time 

and energy to generally improve the community for everyone. WAP is now a 

charity and the committee meets every month.  

Mrs. Homeshaw talked about the Wivey Link, The Street Market, the Green 

Carnival and the Community Office. Her talk was very informative and made us 

realise how much hard work was carried out by these volunteers for the benefit 

of everyone.  

Our meeting in July is an invitation to join the meeting of the Wiveliscombe 

Flower Arranging Society.  
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Out and About -  on the Levels   
  

ôThe Lost Islands of Somersetõ by Richard Brunning 
 
This slender book òexploring a unique wetland heritageó is an eminently  

readable  introduction  to the story of the Somerset Moors and Levels, 

and life on the islands, of  which there are more than you think!  Barely a 

page is turned without clear illustrations;  colour photos, drawings and 

comprehensible maps help tell the prehistory and history of the 

environment and dwellers on this  floodplain, with very brief details of 

the geology.  

Where do the Levels stop and 

the Moors begin?  The answer 

lies in the differing soils.  Just 

how far did the sea penetrate 

in 5,000BC? A long way!   By 

3,500BC freshwater wetlands 

had reclaimed most of the 

earlier sea and salt marsh, but 

the sea was to return!  See the 

map for 800BC.  

Dr. Brunning,  Senior Levels and 

Moors Heritage Officer, takes 

us on a journey around  

thirteen lost islands and into 

their past;  from the Sweet 

Track (3,806BC) and the Iron Age artificial islands, through Roman and 

medieval times, to Tudor, Jacobean and Victorian periods, almost up to 

the present day, to the winter of 2012/3 in fact.   

This book gives us the fascinating background and historical perspective 

to the challenges faced, then as now, by the dwellers of the floodplain. 

It includes details of places to visit and is a local book to treasure ð all for 

£5! It is available from the Heritage Centre and Taunton Museum. Highly 

recommended!  

Laurian Cooper  
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Sea and saltmarsh  Freshwater wetlands  High ground  

map and captions with kind permission of Dr Brunning  

Waters receding near Burrow Mump  - March 2014    

Laurian Cooper 

Langford Heathfield Orchid Count  

The total of orchids actually counted on the big pony 

field on Langford Heathfield Sunday 22nd was 6,385. 

An overall estimate including the uncounted areas 

would approach 10,000 orchids. Many thanks to all 

who helped.  

Ian Loudon  


